For those at the high end of the trafficking chain, the sex trade is an alluring and lucrative business: the supply of girls is constant, the costs of operations are low, and interference from law enforcement is weak to non-existent. Anti-trafficking organizations and governments commonly appropriate such market metaphors of supply and demand as they struggle with the moral-political dimensions of a business involving trade, labor, prostitution, migration, and national borders. But how apt are they? Is the sex trade really the perfect business? This provocative new book examines the social worlds and interrelationships of traffickers, victims, and trafficking activists along the Thai-Lao border. It explores local efforts to reconcile international legal concepts, the bureaucratic prescriptions of aid organizations, and global development ideologies with on-the-ground realities of sexual commerce.
Author Sverre Molland provides an insider's view of recruitment and sex commerce gleaned from countless conversations and interviews in bars and brothels?a view that complicates popular stereotypes of women forced or duped into prostitution by organized crime. Molland's fine-grained ethnography shows a much more varied picture of friends recruiting friends, and families helping relatives. A recruiter rationalizes her act as a benefit or favor to a village friend; relationships between prostitutes and bar owners are cloaked in kin terms and familial metaphors. Sex work in the Mekong region follows patron-client cultural scripts about mutual help and obligation, which makes distinguishing the victims from the traffickers difficult. Molland's research illuminates the methods and motivations of recruiters as well as the economic incentives and predicaments of victims.
The Perfect Business? is the first book to go beyond the usual focus on migrants and sex commerce to explore the institutional context of anti-trafficking. Its author, himself a former advisor for a United Nations anti-trafficking project, raises crucial questions about how an increasingly globalized development aid sector responds to what might more accurately be described as an extraterritorial development challenge of human mobility. His book will offer insights to students and scholars in anthropology, gender studies, and human geography, as well as anyone interested in one of the most controversial issues of development policy.
The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory)
By Sverre Molland
The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) By Sverre Molland For those at the high end of the trafficking chain, the sex trade is an alluring and lucrative business: the supply of girls is constant, the costs of operations are low, and interference from law enforcement is weak to non-existent. Anti-trafficking organizations and governments commonly appropriate such market metaphors of supply and demand as they struggle with the moral-political dimensions of a business involving trade, labor, prostitution, migration, and national borders. But how apt are they? Is the sex trade really the perfect business? This provocative new book examines the social worlds and interrelationships of traffickers, victims, and trafficking activists along the Thai-Lao border. It explores local efforts to reconcile international legal concepts, the bureaucratic prescriptions of aid organizations, and global development ideologies with on-the-ground realities of sexual commerce.
The Perfect Business? is the first book to go beyond the usual focus on migrants and sex commerce to explore the institutional context of anti-trafficking. Its author, himself a former advisor for a United Nations anti-trafficking project, raises crucial questions about how an increasingly globalized development aid sector responds to what might more accurately be described as an extraterritorial development challenge of human mobility. His book will offer insights to students and scholars in anthropology, gender studies, and human geography, as well as anyone interested in one of the most controversial issues of development policy. 
Editorial Review
About the Author Sverre Molland is lecturer in anthropology (development studies) at The Australian National University.
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Matthew Siller:
The book The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Perfect Business? AntiTrafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory)? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.
Rosa Flint:
This The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
Tracy Laflamme:
That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
Thomas Dacosta:
A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book The Perfect Business? Anti-Trafficking and the Sex Trade along the Mekong (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory). Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
